
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – October 6, 2017 
 

Walker to Become First Australian to Play in the NHL 
Walker will be available to media following Capitals morning skate on Saturday at Kettler Capitals Iceplex 

Capitals to hold a conference call with Walker for out-of-town and Australian media on Saturday at 5 p.m. ET  
 

ARLINGTON, Va. – Washington Capitals forward Nathan Walker is scheduled to make his NHL debut against the Montreal 

Canadiens and will become the first Australian-national to play in the National Hockey League. The Capitals host the 

Canadiens on Saturday, Oct. 7 at Capital One Arena.  

 

The Sydney, Australia, native became the first Australian drafted to the NHL after Washington selected him in the third 

round, 89th overall, in the 2014 NHL Draft. Walker, 23, played junior-level hockey in the Czech Republic, participating 

in 213 games in the Czech League’s Vitkovice program. Additionally, Walker appeared in 29 games in the USHL with 

the Youngstown Phantoms and recorded 27 points (7g, 20a) in the 2012-13 season. In the year prior to the 2014 draft, 

Walker registered 11 points (five goals, six assists) and 40 penalty minutes in 43 games with the Hershey Bears of the 

American Hockey League (AHL). Walker has represented Australia at the 2011 IIHF World Championship Division II 

tournament and at the 2012 World Championship Division 1 Group B tournament. 
 

Walker registered 23 points (11g, 12a) in 58 games with the Hershey Bears (AHL) during the 2016-17 season. The 5’9”, 

186-pound left wing ranked eighth among Bears skaters in plus/minus (+11) and tied for ninth in goals. In addition, 

Walker set a career high with two game-winning goals in 2016-17 and tied his career high in multi-goal games (2). 

During the 2015-16 season, Walker registered 41 points (17g, 24a) in 73 games, setting career highs in points, goals, 

assists and games played. He finished the season ranked third on the team in plus/minus (+20), fourth in goals and points, 

fifth in games played and sixth in assists. Walker was also named Hershey’s 2016 Man of the Year, Unsung Hero and 

Most Improved Player. Walker earned 79 points (34g, 45a) in 202 career AHL games with Hershey.  

 

Walker will be available to the media following the Capitals 10:30 a.m. morning skate on Saturday at Kettler Capitals 

Iceplex. Additionally, the Capitals will hold a conference call for out-of-town and Australian media on Saturday at 5 p.m. 

ET. To access the call, dial 202-469-4800 and enter the code 1848176.  
 

 

 

 


